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INFORMATION FROM A REPRESENTATIVE OF TOTTENHAM HOUSE. 12.6.25 

 

As you are aware, a three-element planning application has been made to Wiltshire Council as 
part of the restoration of Tottenham House.  There have been a number of ill-informed reports in 
the media concerning the application, and a number of questions have been raised locally.  It 
might be helpful to clarify aspects of what is being proposed. 

Taking the three unconnected elements one-by-one, first the proposed Drainage Lagoon.  This 
would be situated in the southern half of a field to the north of Tottenham’s Walled Garden, in a 
location where, being a low point, water naturally pools at the moment.  Excess rainfall, usually 
in the winter months, will be actively drained to the newly constructed Lagoon where it will be 
stored until needed for irrigation in the summer months, predominantly of planting within 
Tottenham’s Registered Park and Gardens.  Its location, topography and associated marginal 
planting will mean that the Drainage Lagoon will not be visible from any public position.  

There have been questions as to where the water will come from to fill the Drainage 
Lagoon.  I can state categorically that the Lagoon will be filled predominantly by rainwater 
and supplemented by recycling domestic wastewater from the wastewater treatment 
installation and from an existing borehole.  It will not be filled with water taken from the 
mains supply, nor will it be extracted from the Kennet & Avon Canal. 

The second element of the application is for consent to construct a small PV (Photo Voltaic) 
array to harness solar power.  It is estimated that the proposed PV array will provide more than a 
quarter of the future electricity requirements of Tottenham House and its associated facilities.    

It was pleasing to note that residents are generally supportive of a sustainable energy solution 
although there was some understandable uncertainty as to the visual impact solar panels might 
represent. 

The proposed array is of a modest scale.  It will not be a solar farm.  It will be fixed directly into 
the ground, removing the need for potentially disruptive concrete mountings, and its ground-
mounted low-profile will render it difficult to see.  Indeed, in the first instance, it will be visible to 
the public only in the winter months, and then uniquely from one section of the bridle path that 
runs through the middle of the woodland of the Warren Belt, woodland which bisects the field in 
question.  Significant additional screening and biodiversity planting is part of the 
application.  Once this is established, there will be no visibility of the array to the public from 
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any position.  The array will never be visible from the road or any other public vantage 
point.  Neither will it be visible from Tottenham House or any other part of the historic buildings.  

The area of the field covered by the proposed Drainage Lagoon and PV array is currently grazed 
by cattle or used for silage.  Under the proposal the ground between the solar panels will be 
allowed to revert to nature.  This, coupled with the marginal planting around the Drainage 
Lagoon and the new aquatic habitat provided by it, will result in a significant biodiversity net 
gain. 

The third and final element seeks permission to effect a new subterranean water connection 
between Tottenham House and the Thames Water main at St Katharine’s.  This will be by means 
of a narrow pipe (95mm/4 inches) and will be entirely below ground, a less intrusive option and 
providing the Estate with a reliable source of water. 

Concerns have been expressed about the impact this connection might have on the supply of 
water to other residents.  The Estate is acutely aware of this sensitivity and has paid Thames 
Water to conduct a detailed modelling (assessment) of the supply of water if the connection 
were to be made and, if so, what reinforcement of the mains might be required. 

Residents can be reassured that any connection to the mains, which in any case would be 
made by Thames Water, not by the Estate, would only take place if it were clear that the 
supply to others would, at worst, be unaffected, and might even be improved. 

There have been questions concerning the use of, and potential damage to, the public road 
at St Katharine’s by construction traffic.  Residents can be reassured to know that the three 
elements of the planning application will all be carried out exclusively from within the 
Estate, not from public roads.  The only access to the public road at St Katharine’s would 
be by Thames Water, should they decide to connect the main.   
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