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WILTSHIRE POLICE PARISH COUNCIL REPORT
Great Bedwyn
	Quarter 1 2026


Crimes and Incidents

Wiltshire Police record crimes and incidents in accordance with the National Crime and incident recording standards. Not all incidents that one would consider a crime are necessarily classified as a crime for recording purposes.   
NB- The below statistics do not account for incidents that police respond to but do not need any follow up (Road traffic incidents, minor incidents of Anti-social behaviour) 
From the 1st January 2026- 29th March 2026;
5 recorded crimes and 7 incidents have been recorded in the Great Bedwyn Parish area. 
Having reviewed the crime data for the area – There are no apparent trends that are presented or a series of crimes that are linked.   
Speed enforcement 

The Speed Watch Enforcement Team have conducted at least 21 pro-active checks in the local area over the last quarter including targeted activity at areas previously identified as a concern such as the A346 Poulton Hill, A346 at Ogbourne St Andrew and Avebury village. As a result of this activity;

· 120 drivers have been offered to complete a speed awareness course. 

· 12 drivers have been issued with a fine and points on their licence for excess speed. 

· 3 drivers have been summonsed directly to court. 

Recent updates

· During recent weeks we have completed several community engagements in the local area including a visit to the College Fields Montessori Nursery School on 03/02/2026 which also included a Q and A sessions for young persons to learn about the role of Police and how to stay safe in the Community.  A general Community Engagement was also held at Nationwide, Marlborough in February with a focus on fraud prevention and other safeguarding advice. In addition, our Fraud Prevention Team also recently attended a Coffee Morning at Broad Hinton Village Hall to provide an input to residents. 
· The local Devizes Area Policing Team had access to the Mobile Police Station the week commencing 09/03/2026-15/03/2026. The vehicle was used across the whole of our sector and specifically utilised to give our more rural communities access to engage and liaise with us in person. Areas visited included Woodborough, Great Bedwyn and Ramsbury. We are next scheduled to have the Mobile Police Station the week commencing the Monday 27th April 2026 and the locations will be advertised in advance. 
· Retail crime remains a priority and area of focus for the local Neighbourhood Policing Team. The local Shopwatch scheme has been very well supported and a useful way of enabling the Police to engage with local businesses and key stakeholders to keep them updated on recent crime results. The next in person meeting for this is likely going to be scheduled in April 2026. An offender was arrested and charged in February for theft of alcohol from Waitrose, Marlborough and has since been charged to Court for this offence, as well as a previous incident that occurred in January. The team are currently holding other complex series of investigations in related to retail theft as well as a theft from person/fraud series for which they have very recent identified a suspect and will result in positive action.  We hope to provide an update in relation to this imminently. 
· The team have also recently been involved in responding to reports of Anti-Social Behaviour involving youths at both the St Mary’s Churchyard and Ducks Meadow areas of Marlborough. The youths involved in this behaviour have since been identified with the assistance of our colleagues in local schools and parents/guardians informed.  We have also been working closely with our Housing Association Partners and have completed joint visits at addresses in the area linked to Anti-Social Behaviour and have supported them taking tenancy enforcement action where appropriate. 
· We have also been working collaboratively with Wiltshire Council Trading Standards and other local neighbourhood teams in respect to concerns raised around the sale of illegal tobacco products being sold by a female in the town centres of Wiltshire including Marlborough, Swindon, Devizes and Trowbridge. The female has since been identified, arrested and put before the Courts. A large quantity of counterfeit cigarettes has also been seized and sent for destruction. 
· The week commencing Monday 2nd March was dedicated to ‘Operation Scorpion’. Operation Scorpion is a collaboration between the South West’s five police forces (Avon and Somerset, Dorset, Devon and Cornwall, Gloucestershire and Wiltshire), alongside their respective offices of Police and Crime Commissioners, the British Transport Police and South West Regional Organised Crime Unit (SW ROCU) which sees resources combined to tackle drug supply and make the region a hostile environment for organised crime groups.  During a week of coordinated activity, police officers and staff worked collectively to apprehend suspected dealers, seize drugs and weapons, and safeguard vulnerable people. In Wiltshire, there were:

· 26 arrests made 
· 24 people safeguarded 
· 52 cuckooed addresses were visited- where criminals take over someone’s home to use it as a base for criminality 
· £380,000 worth of drugs seized 
· £22,500 in cash seized
· 10 weapons were seized- including six imitation firearms.
Tackling rural crime: 

· During the 2024/25 Hare Coursing season (August to April), 22 people were arrested for Hare Coursing/Poaching offences – a 500% increase compared to the previous 12 months. Of these 22, 15 were convicted and more than £3,000 in fines were issued. Between August 2025 and February this year, we arrested 15 people for Hare Coursing/Poaching offences. Of these, eight are awaiting court dates (no further action was taken regarding the other seven). We’ve also seen a 21% increase in the number of rural crime reports made to us from 178 to 216 (from Feb 2025-Feb 2026)

 Operational Priorities from April 1st  2026

1. Safer Public Spaces (building upon the foundations created under this existing priority across the last three years).
 With a focus on: Knife crime, preventing youth offending, ASB and enhancing local policing within our neighbourhoods

2. Reduce and prevent Violence against Women and Girls (VAWG)

With a focus on: Domestic Abuse, Rape and Serious Sexual Offences, Stalking and Harassment

3. Improve outcomes for victims

With a focus on: ensuring high quality investigations.

Community Alert – Heating Oil Theft
Wiltshire Police are urging residents to secure heating oil tanks due to rising theft risks, particularly in rural areas. Thieves target tanks, often cutting pipes for siphoning, causing significant environmental damage and financial loss. Police advise regular checks, improved lighting, alarms, and reporting suspicious vehicles to 101 or 999.

Key Safety and Prevention Tips:

· Secure Tanks: Use high-quality padlocks, cages, or lockable caps to protect your tank.

· Monitor Levels: Regularly check oil levels for unexpected dips that indicate theft.

· Improve Security: Install security lighting, CCTV, or alarm systems that detect movement or a drop in oil levels.

· Keep Hidden: Screen tanks from view from the road using fencing or hedging.

· Report Suspicious Activity: Report any unusual vehicles or people in rural, isolated areas to police immediately

Community consultations 
Further community engagements happening in the local area will be advertised in due course. If you are aware of any other local community events in the area, please let us know via our email address- devizesareanpt@wiltshire.police.uk
In the next three months we will also be at the following locations;
Thursday 9th April – The Royal Oak, Wootton Rivers 11:00-12:00
Wednesday 3rd June – Woodborough Parish Rooms, Woodborough 10:30 – 11:30

Tuesday 16th June – Bouverie Hall, Pewsey 10:00-11:00 

The Devizes Area Neighbourhood Policing team are next scheduled to have the ‘Mobile Police Station’ from Monday 27th April- Sunday 3rd May 2026. The vehicle will be utilised across the Devizes, Marlborough and Pewsey area, at specific locations which will be advertised in due course.
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